
SRHR AND 
THE CLIMATE 
CRISIS:
PERSPECTIVES 
FROM
CAMBODIA
Cambodia is  ranked as  one of 
the most  at-r isk countries  when 
it  comes to cl imate change.it  comes to cl imate change. 1 
Cambodia rel ies  heavi ly on 
cl imate-sensit ive sectors  including 
agriculture,  land,  water resources, 
forestr y and fisheries .  Heavy rains, 
f loods,  typhoons and droughts 
have already caused severe 
damage to communities  and damage to communities  and 
individuals .  It  is  est imated that 
cl imate change could reduce 
Cambodia’s  GDP by almost  ten 
percent by 2050,  mostly due to 
reduced worker productivity as  a 
result  of  temperature increases, 
impacts  on infrastructure and impacts  on infrastructure and 
a  loss  of  crops. 2  Limited exist ing 
infrastructures,  in  regards to 
health and SRHR,  r isk putting health and SRHR,  r isk putting 
women,  gir ls ,  persons with diverse 
SOGIESC,  and other marginal ized 
groups,  at  most  r isk of  struggl ing 
with the cl imate cr is is . 3  This  is 
especial ly true for young people 
under 30 years  old,  who comprise 
two-thirds of  Cambodia’s 
population,  as  they have been 
found to be at  a  higher r isk of 
poverty and violence,  part icular ly 
gender-based violence. 4 
 

1 In the Global Climate Risk Index 2021 for 2000-2019, 
Cambodia is ranked the 14th most vulnerable country in 
the world. 
2 Climate Risk Country Profile: Cambodia, World Bank, 
Asian Development Bank, (2021), p. 2. 
3 There have for example been particular 3 There have for example been particular 
recommendations to ensure investments in coverage, as 
well as maternal and child health. Asanta, A. et al., (2019). 
Who benefits form healthcare spending in Cambodia? 
Evidence for a universal health coverage policy., Health 
Policy and Planning. 34(Suppl 1):i4-i13. 
2 Key Issues affecting Youth in Cambodia, OECD.
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THE CLIMATE CRISIS RISKS WORSENING 
EXISTING HARMFUL STEREOTYPES 

Klahaan is  an organization campaigning on issues that affect 
women’s  r ights  in  Cambodia,  and predicts  that  the cl imate 
crisis  could exacerbate existing harmful  norms,  gender roles 
and stereotypes.  Klahaan’s  research has found that exist ing 
gender stereotypes and norms in  Cambodia severely l imit 
women’s  and LGBTQI-persons’  bodi ly autonomy and 
decis ion-making power.  They claim that  “a  key function of 
Khmer culture has been to set  out  and maintain 
‘complementar y’  and mutual ly dependent (but largely 
unequal)  roles  between women and men,  within which men 
hold a greater share of  power and privi lege at  al l  levels  of  the 
community” . 5  Klahaan has also found that  in  Cambodia, 
women have been discipl ined to uphold “a  detai led set  of 
teachings,  norms and customs in  order to become ‘proper’ 
women,  and bring honor to the family” . 6  As per one Khmer 
proverb, women are said to “belong to the kitchen stove”. 7

There is  not  yet  a  clear l ink made 
between the need to incorporate SRHR 
in cl imate cr is is  pol icies  and plans on the 
national  level  in  Cambodia,  but  Klahaan 
underscores the urgent need to do so. 
Core SRH-ser vices such as  contraception 
and the r ight  to safe and legal  abortion, 
wi l l  be even more difficult  to access 
during cr is is  and r isk only on the 
immediate provis ion of  food and shelter. 
Strengthening SRHR wil l  enhance gender 
equal ity and has the potential  to 
transform communities  to be resi l ient  in 
the face of  c l imate cr is is .  Any responses 
to the cl imate cr is is  must  therefore 
perceive SRHR as a  central  component.perceive SRHR as a  central  component.

While  Klahaan has seen that  t ime does 
change harmful  norms and gender 
stereotypes,  tradit ional  norms and 
customs that  severely l imit  women’s 
and LGBTQI-persons’  SRHR sti l l  play a 
ver y active role in  Cambodian society 
today.  These were exacerbated during 
the Covid-19 pandemic and several  
chal lenges surfaced in  regards to SRHR, 
such as  a  s ignificant increase in  the 
burden for women.  Expectations of 
educating chi ldren in  the face of  school 
c losures,  an increased pressure on 
women to be responsible for a l l  family 
members,  elders  and the home,  as  wel l 
as  an expectation on gir ls  to conduct 
household chores,  material ized. 8 

There was also an increase in  the 
number of  int imate-partner violence 
incidents.  Sexual  and reproductive 
health ser vice providers  closed their 
c l inics .  Although digital  health 
inter ventions were introduced,  these 
were not accessible to al l  and there 
were instances where onl ine providers 
were not trained in  SRHR and 
compounded harmful  gender 
stereotypes and norms.  Learning from 
the pandemic,  any cl imate cr is is 
resi l ience strategies  and pol icies  must 
therefore incorporate strategies  to 
enhance SRHR to ensure that  women 
and other marginal ized groups and other marginal ized groups 
are not denied their r ights 
by toxic  gender stereotypes. 

SRHR MUST BE INCLUDED 
IN CLIMATE CHANGE 
POLICIES AND DECISIONS

5 A Perception Study on Virginity Culture in Cambodia,  p. 
9.
6 Ibid.
7  Ibid.
8  UNESCO Covid-19 Response: How many students are 
at risk of not returning to school?, (2020).



We risk worsening 
already existing 
inequalit ies  
caused by the 
cl imate cris is
if  we do not 
include include 
intersectional  
perspectives in  
policy and 
budgetar y 
decisions.K
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9 Climate Risk Country Profile: Kenya, World Bank, (2021), 
p.2. 
10 Ibid p. 21. 
12 Ibid p. 10.
13 Ibid p. 2. 

Kenya is  inherently prone to 
droughts and f loods due to its 
geographic location.  The impacts 
of  c l imate change have already of  c l imate change have already 
exacerbated exist ing inequal it ies  and 
chal lenges related to water and food 
security,  as  wel l  as  economic 
growth. 9  More extreme weather 
events,  especial ly in  terms of 
droughts and f looding,  currently last 
longer than usual  and there is  an 
increase in  unpredictable rainfal l . 1 0 
These events  have had large 
socio-economic impacts  and high 
economic costs  as  many l ivel ihoods 
and economic activit ies  in  Kenya are 
vulnerable to cl imate change.  Over 
70 percent of  natural  disasters  in 
Kenya are attr ibutable to extreme 
cl imate events  and across  al l 
emission scenarios,  temperatures in 
Kenya wi l l  continue to r ise according 
to predictions. 1 1  Droughts have the 
most  severe impact on the countr y’s 
ar id areas.  The effects  on the 
agricultural  sector is  s ignificant as agricultural  sector is  s ignificant as 
the ar id and semi-arid areas 
comprise 18 out of  20 of  the poorest 
counties  and are at  part icular r isk of 
drought. 1 2  Addit ional ly,  adverse 
impacts  on health and SRHR increase 
as  temperatures change.  Progress 
made in  these areas are at  a  great 
r isk of  being undermined by the 
cl imate cr is is ,  i f  inter ventions are 
not introduced quickly.  This  is 
part icular ly important as  Kenya’s 
vulnerabi l ity to the cl imate cr is is  has 
increased,  due to the countr y’s 
inequal ity and poverty levels .inequal ity and poverty levels . 1 3  
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CLIMATE CHANGE LEADERSHIP 
AND POLICIES MUST BE INCLUSIVE

UNDERLYING NORMS MUST
BE ADDRESSED

MORE DATA AND RESEARCH 
IS URGENTLY NEEDED

Q-init iat ive,  an organisation based in  Kenya which 
works to provide a  transparent,  membership-driven, 
empowered and inclusive space for the LGBT 
community,  underscores that  there is  an acute 
need for more inclusive cl imate cr is is  pol icies 
and decis ion-making processes.  Its  work includes 
enhancing accountabi l ity at  local  and county levels 
by ensuring that  persons of  diverse SOGIESC and by ensuring that  persons of  diverse SOGIESC and 
young people can part icipate in  publ ic  meetings and 
raise their voices.  Through this  work,  Q-init iat ive has 
obser ved the lack of  inclusionar y processes and 
intersectional  perspectives in  pol icy and budget 
decis ions related to SRHR and the cl imate cr is is . 
Commitments made to greater access to water which 
is  of  cr it ical  importance for the real isation of  SRHR, 
have in  certain cases been neglected and never 
real ised at  the implementation level .  Q-init iat ive 
highl ights  that  those who are the greatest  at  r isk of  a 
lack of  water access and a  high frequency of  rat ioned 
water suppl ies ,  must  be represented as  in  decis ion-
making and in  pol icies ,  other wise cl imate cr is is 
responses r isk being ineffective.  When those who 
making and in  pol icies ,  other wise cl imate cr is is 
responses r isk being ineffective.  When those who 
are at  greatest  r isk are included and when their 
SRHR are considered,  their resi l iency to the 
cl imate cr is is  wi l l  be strengthened.

Disaggregated data,  including based on 
sex and diverse gender identit ies ,  is 
necessar y for pol icy change to take 
SRHR chal lenges caused by the cl imate 
cr is is  into account.  Research related 
to the interl inkages between SRHR and to the interl inkages between SRHR and 
the cl imate cr is is  are lacking in  general 
and the consequences are even more 
difficult  to predict  when disaggregated 
data is  missing.  Q-init iat ive underscores 
that  although progress  has been made 
as  Kenya now col lects  data on intersex as  Kenya now col lects  data on intersex 
people,  much more emphasis  must  be 
put on col lecting data and ensuring 
that  the gap in  research can be 
rectified. 

The abi l ity of  populations to respond to 
and cope with cl imate cr is is  depends 
heavi ly on their socio-economic status, 
norms,  access to resources as  wel l  as 
gender. 1 4  Effects  are not gender neutral 
as  gender-based differences in  t ime use, as  gender-based differences in  t ime use, 
treatment by formal  inst itutions and 
l imited access to pol icy discussions and 
decis ion making.  For Q-init iat ive,  this  is 
especial ly evident as  access to,  for 
example,  SRH-ser vices and menstrual 
hygiene products  become a major 
chal lenge during the drought season, chal lenge during the drought season, 
when women and gender minorit ies  often 
have to walk long distances to gather 
water.  Their t ime to access SRH-ser vices 
becomes l imited and improved access, 
including to mobile  cl inics ,  become even 
more important.  Pol icies  and investments 
targeting the chal lenges that  prolonged 
drought seasons pose,  must  also center 
SRHR.

14 Ibid p.14 and 46.
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